
JOINT JURISDICTION
FAMILY WELLNESS COURT

The Joint Jurisdiction Family Wellness Court, which 
launched in April 2019, is a partnership between the 
Yurok Tribe and Del Norte County Superior Court. The 
court is co-led by two judges: the Chief Judge of the 
Tribal Court and the Presiding Judge of Del Norte 
Superior Court.  The court is designed to create a 
strong, healthy community where children are safe 
and families thrive because parents are provided a 
path to regain balance, heal, and grow. The mission of 
the court is to empower families to make healthy 
decisions and break the cycle of addiction and child 
abuse & neglect through a coordinated team 
approach; comprehensive, culturally competent 
services; frequent monitoring; and a support system 
for family recovery and child well-being.
 
Joint Jurisdiction Family Wellness Court has 4 phases: 
trust; belonging; settling up; and maintenance and 
transition to lifelong healing. The Court is voluntary 
and takes the family on a healing journey. The Family 
Wellness Team creates A Family Wellness Plan with 
the family that is strength-based, culturally 
responsive, and uniquely tailored to meet the needs 
of the family. 

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

TARGET POPULATION
Pregnant women, infants, young children, their 
families, and their Yurok Tribal community affected by 
substance use disorders

PROGRAM
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Yurok Tribe and Del Norte County, CA

QUICK FACTS

Lead Local Agency: Northern California Trial Court Coalition

Court Model: Joint Jurisdiction Family Wellness Court

Plan of Safe Care Model: Prenatal

The Joint Jurisdiction Family 
Wellness Court acknowledges the 
autonomy of each jurisdiction and 
ensures culturally grounded court 
process and service delivery. 

The relationships that were 
developed while planning and 
implementing the Joint 
Jurisdiction Court naturally led to 
the partnerships that were needed 
to develop prenatal Plans of Safe 
Care. 

Over 60 staff from numerous tribal 
and county agencies and projects 
came together for training and 
project development in each of the 
three years of the grant.



The Joint Jurisdiction Family Wellness Court 
executed a Joint Powers Agreement and 
adopted a manual to establish and 
implement the joint court. A Release of 
Information form is used to comply with 
HIPAA and state law.  In the last two and a 
half years, the Yurok Tribe and Del Norte 
County hosted trainings about the need for 
Plans of Safe Care, the efficacy of Family 
 

PROGRAM OUTCOMES AND SUSTAINABILITY 

Goal 1: Establish a continuum of care that 
provides healing opportunities for Yurok families 
through increased awareness of this public health 
concern, early identification of Yurok infants 
prenatally exposed to substances, early 
engagement of community services for the infants 
and families, and decreased exposure to trauma 
for the impacted family.
 
Goal 2: Develop a joint jurisdictional family 
wellness court blending collaborative/problem-
solving and tribal healing to wellness approaches 
to better serve native families in the county.
 
Goal 3: Evaluate the Joint Family Wellness Court 
and Continuum of Care Interventions.
 
Goal 4: Sustain the Joint Family Wellness Court 
and Continuum of Care Collaboration.

PROJECT GOALS 
Tribal Government: Yurok Tribe

Tribal Courts: Yurok Tribal Court

State Courts: Del Norte Superior Courts

Social Services: Tribal and County 

Social Services: Yurok Health and Human Services 
and Del Norte Health and Human Services 

Pubic Health Services: Del Norte County Public Health

Education: Del Norte County First Five

Medical: United Indian Health Services, Sutter Coast, 
St. Joe’s Hospital, and Mad River Hospital

LEVERAGING PARTNERSHIPS

PROJECT CONTACTS
Project Director: Stephanie Dolan
Email: sdolan@nctcc.org

Consultant: Jenny Walter
Email: jenny@jennywalter.com

QIC-CCCT@cffutures.org 
www.cffutures.org/qic-ccct/

Wellness Courts and non-adversarial court 
models, and cultural competence. The Joint 
Jurisdiction Family Wellness Court has 
addressed sustainability by working 
together to secure additional funding and by 
actively engaging in technical assistance 
that will sustain the partnerships that have 
been established between the jurisdictions 
and between the various disciplines.
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