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TUESDAY
MAY 26, 2020

Supporting Healthy
Attachments and
Development for Young
Children and their Parents

Time: 1:45pm – 3:00pm EST
Session: CS-2

Presenters: Honorable Caren Loguercio,
Dr. Marian Silverman,
Russ Bermejo, Kim Coe

Infants and young children (ages 0-5) grow and thrive when they have a relationship with a parent or
adult caregiver who is nurturing and responsive to their needs.  When parents or caregivers struggle
with substance use disorders, it can negatively affect their capacity to provide young children with
essential care.  In addition, a lack of knowledge about child development or ineffective parenting
skills or parental neglect, as well as parental stress and family trauma, has a profound negative effect
on young children’s development and attachment.  Children with unhealthy attachments are at
much greater risk of delinquency, substance use, and depression later in life.  Through multiagency,
community-based, and family-focused approaches, family treatment courts (FTCs) are pivotal in a
family’s healing process.  Panelists from family-centered FTCs will share how they implement
specific parent-child relationship-based interventions, such as Child-Parent Psychotherapy and Safe
Care, to heal and strengthen the parent-child relationship, and support the child’s healthy social and
emotional development.  The session will demonstrate the importance of facilitating quality and
frequent parenting time and establishing a positive co-parenting arrangement with foster and
relative caregivers.  It will also explore special topics, including the distinct bonding and attachment
challenges of military and veteran families, fathers of young children, and pregnant and post-partum
mothers.

Learning Objectives:

1. Understand the importance of parenting and caregiving in promoting healthy child development

2. Present evidence-based programs and essential strategies that promote healthy attachment and

heal the parent-child relationship

3. Explore the importance of multiagency and community-based supports in supporting key

recovery, safety, and permanency outcomes for families

4. Improve understanding of how child welfare best practices support the creation of successful

plans for quality parenting time

Why you should
attend our session

Russ Bermejo

“Relationships are the change agents.” I remember hearing that from one of my
professors when I was in MSW graduate school 25 years ago, and it has resonated
deeply throughout my professional and personal life.  Our survival and our thriving
relies on our connectedness and inter-dependence. As Kim, Judge Loguercio, Dr.
Silverman, and I were preparing for this session, it became apparent that there will
not be not enough time or virtual space to contain our collective passion for this
topic.  We hope during our session you will pick up on some that, gain a solid
understanding about the “why” and then hear some practical steps on the “how.”



Time: 11:30am – 12:45pm EST
Session: CS-12

Presenters: Audrey Clairmont,
Jane Pfeifer, Honorable Marcia Hirsch,
Larisa Owen

Substance use disorders have a profound effect on all relationships in the family unit.  Recovery
support must therefore address the needs of all family members.  Research and practice experience
have demonstrated that a multi-generational, comprehensive, family-centered treatment approach
contributes to positive outcomes.  In fact, therapeutic services for the entire family and enhanced
parenting knowledge improve treatment, recovery, and well-being outcomes.  Research has shown
that when whole families are treated, outcomes for each individual member improve.  By treating
the family unit, treatment court teams can help families break the cycle of substance use, abuse, and
neglect, thus creating opportunities for healthy and stable homes where children thrive.  A growing
body of knowledge has accumulated from evidence-based practice, collaborative practice models,
and field research on how best to serve families affected by substance use.

This session will provide judicial leaders and treatment court professionals working in any
treatment court concrete and cost-effective strategies for implementing a family-focused approach.
This presentation will demonstrate why all treatment courts should focus more on the needs of all
family members, including their children.  The presentation will also show that cross-system
collaboration and communication are critical for family safety and recovery.  Effective family-
centered treatment requires cross-systems coordination, collaboration, and service integration; a
multidisciplinary team of qualified professionals; and leveraging all available partner and
community resources.  Panelists will share their motivations for focusing on the family unit,
innovative family centered strategies that all treatment courts could adopt, and how shifting toward
a family focus has affected their outcomes.  Attendees will leave with a call to action that identifies
steps they can take to become family centered and improve outcomes for all families affected by
substance use.

Attention All Treatment
Courts: Innovations to
Improve Family
Functioning and Wellness

WEDNESDAY
MAY 27, 2020

Learning Objectives: 
1. Bolster an understanding of the effect of substance use on the family unit and the importance of
addressing the needs of the whole family as a critical part of recovery 
2. Gain knowledge of the critical role of cross-systems collaboration, communication, and
community partnerships in serving the complex needs of children and families in your treatment
court 
3. Learn innovative strategies, key lessons, and takeaways from a panel of treatment court programs
that are transitioning to a family-centered approach

Why you should
attend our session

Jane Pfeifer

I learned this same lesson over and over through the years– no one heals or recovers
in isolation.  In order to break the cycles of abuse, neglect, substance use, and trauma
that we so often witness in the families we serve, we need to see and treat
participants in the context of their relationships.  No matter what type of treatment
court you work in, come to this session to hear the “why” of providing family-centered
services as well as learn strategies from a rockstar judge and coordinator from two
courts who are changing the world, one family at a time.



Time: 5:45pm – 7:00pm EST
Session: CS-18

Presenters: Alexis Balkey, Kathryn Barry,
Kirstin Frescoln, Theresa Lemus

After 25 years of practice experience and scholarly research, family treatment court (FTC)
practitioners now have a shared definition of the elements needed to establish and sustain an
effective FTC.  According to FTC best practices, it is essential to have a family-focused, community
based, systems-thinking approach that centers on improving outcomes for all families affected by
parental substance use disorders.  By treating the family unit, FTC teams can help families break the
cycle of substance use, abuse, and neglect, and pave the way to healthy, stable home environments
where children can thrive.

Join this session to gain indispensable insight, encouragement, and strategies from the real experts:
FTC teams doing the work.  This interactive session will provide practitioners an opportunity to share
approaches to breaking down barriers and applying best practices to fidelity to improve outcomes
for children and families affected by substance use disorders.

Family Treatment Court
Best Practice
Implementation:
The What, Why, and How

WEDNESDAY
MAY 27, 2020

Learning Objectives: 

1. Provide an overview of research-supported best practices in FTCs that help improve outcomes for

children and families affected by substance use disorders

2. Explore how FTCs across the country operationalize best practices

3. Identify the concrete action steps FTC teams perform in self-assessment, implementation, and

broader systems change

Why you should
attend our session

Kirstin Frescoln

When I was hired in 2000 to support North Carolina’s initial FTCs, I cobbled together
the research and practices from adult drug court’s 10 Key Components and the
research we had on child welfare, substance use disorder treatment, and child
development.  Today, we not only know so much more about how to support and heal
children, parents, and families involved in child welfare affected by substance use
and mental health disorders, we also have research focused specifically on best
practices within FTCs!  We are excited to share some of these best practices and to
hear from you, the practitioner, about how you are implementing these practices in
your own FTCs.



BIO SUMMARIES

Coordinator 
Merrimack County Drug Court, Riverbend CMHC
42 Pleasant St.
Concord, NH 03301
aclairmont@riverbendcmhc.org

Audrey received her MSW from University of New Hampshire in 2015 and has been in the substance use field for
9 years.  Audrey has worked in a variety of clinical settings including residential, intensive outpatient and
outpatient substance use programming with both adults and adolescents.  Audrey currently serves as the
coordinator of Merrimack County Drug Court and provides direct supervision to treatment providers of the adult
drug court.

Audrey Clairmont, L.I.C.S.W., M.L.A.D.C.

Senior Manager
Center for Children and Family Futures
25371 Commercentre Drive, Suite 250
Lake Forest, CA 92630
(714) 505-3525
abalkey@cffutures.org

Ms. Balkey is the supervising manager and the program manager for the National Family Drug Courts Training
and Technical Assistance Program (FDC TTA) at the Center for Children and Family Futures (CCFF).  She helps
with project management and reporting tasks, which includes compiling and synthesizing information on the FDC
TTA Program lessons, results, and policy and practice innovations.  Ms. Balkey provides TTA to FDCs across the
nation (responded to more than 1,000 requests in less than 7 years).  She is a change leader for the Statewide
System Improvement Program designed to improve outcomes for families within the child welfare system
affected by substance use disorders and a change leader for the Prevention and Family Recovery initiative,
funded by the Duke Foundation Charitable Trust, which helps jurisdictions to advance the capacity of their FDCs
to provide more comprehensive family-centered care to children, parents, and families.  Prior to working for
CCFF, Ms. Balkey served as program manager for Riverside County Family Preservation Court.  She managed an
FDC with multiple funding streams, including the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration’s
Children Affected by Methamphetamine federal grant.  Ms. Balkey is a certified addictive disorder counselor and
earned her Master’s in Public Administration, with B.A in Psychology and in Criminal justice.

Alexis Balkey, M.P.A.



Family Court Judge, Acting Supreme Court Justice
10th Judicial District - Suffolk County, New York
cloguerc@nycourts.gov

Judge Loguercio began serving on the bench of the Suffolk County Family Court in January 2011 and handles
child protective proceedings, Family Treatment Court, custody and visitation, family offense and adoption
cases. Judge Loguercio is a member of both the Attorney for the Children Advisory Committee of Suffolk
County and Mental Health Professionals Screening Committee for the Second Department. Judge Loguercio
was appointed as an Acting Supreme Court Justice in January of 2015.  Judge Loguercio was also appointed to
the statewide Family Treatment Court strategic planning committee and as Suffolk County lead judge to the
Child Welfare Court Improvement Project.

Judge Loguercio is a member of the Suffolk County Bar Association and was elected to the Board of Directors
in June of 2018.  Judge Loguercio is the former co-chair of both the Family Court Committee and Professional
Ethics and Civility Committee, a member of the Bench Bar Committee, the Suffolk County Women’s Bar
Association and the Suffolk County Matrimonial Bar Association where she served as a member of the Board
of Directors from 2012 to 2016 and President (2013-2014).  Judge Loguercio has lectured for the New York
State Bar Association, Suffolk County Bar Association Academy of Law, Suffolk County Women’s Bar
Association, Suffolk County 18-b panel and for Touro Law School and has served as editor for the Suffolk
Lawyer Family Law Section.

In 2017, Judge Loguercio was named Judge of the Year by the Suffolk County Court Officers Benevolent
Association.  In 2011, Judge Loguercio was named Public Citizen of the Year by the Suffolk County Chapter of
the Association of Social Workers.  In 2007, the Town of Brookhaven honored Judge Loguercio as Woman of
the Year in Law.

Honorable Caren Loguerico 

Program Director, Regional Partnership Grant Technical Assistance Program
Center for Children and Family Futures
25371 Commercentre Drive, Suite 250
Lake Forest, CA 92630
(714) 505-3525
jpfeifer@cffutures.org

Ms. Pfeifer serves as a program director of the Regional Partnership Grant (RPG) technical assistance program
through the National Center on Substance Abuse and Child Welfare at the Center for Children and Family
Futures (CCFF).  In this role she oversees the management of the RPG programmatic technical assistance
program supporting 31 grantees.  She also leads the family treatment court (FTC) best practice standards
development.  Ms. Pfeifer previously provided training and technical assistance to FTCs, leading the Family
Drug Court Peer Learning Court Project and the Family Drug Court Guidelines Project.  Prior to her
employment at CCFF, she worked in the justice system, focusing on systems improvement and collaborative
justice.  As a consultant, she has worked with public and private organizations providing training and technical
assistance, grant writing, and community resource development with a focus on case management, cultural
proficiency, and effective collaboration.  Ms. Pfiefer has served as faculty to several organizations; training
expertise spans in-person, remote/virtual events, and distance learning settings.  She is a former adjunct
professor at California State University—Chico in the Department of Political Science and Department of
Sociology.  Ms. Pfeifer holds a Master’s degree in Public Administration. 

Jane Pfeifer, M.P.A.



Grants Management Specialist
Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention
kathryn.barry@usdoj.gov

Kathryn Barry is a Grants Management Specialist with the Department of Justice, Office of Justice Program,
Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP).  As a member of the Intervention Division,
Kathryn works on a number of program areas, including Family Drug Courts, Family Drug Courts Statewide
Systems Improvement, Family Drug Courts Training and Technical Assistance, and Juvenile Justice and Mental
Health Collaboration.

Prior to her position at OJJDP, she was the Director of Corporate and Foundation Relations at the National
Center for Children and Families (NCCF), a nonprofit child welfare and adoption organization.  At NCCF, she
coordinated the planning, writing, and preparation of grant proposals for programming, managed grants
received and initiated and cultivated relationships with philanthropic organizations.  Prior to working at
NCCF, Kathryn was the federal programs manager for Indigent Defense, AmeriCorps Legal, and Foreclosure
Fellowship programming at Equal Justice Works, Interim Director at the Mid-Atlantic Juvenile Defender
Center, and a writer and editorial consultant for the National Juvenile Defender Center.

Ms. Barry has a law degree from Georgetown University Law Center, a master of arts in forensic psychology
from John Jay College of Criminal Justice, and a Bachelor of Arts from Wake Forest University.

Kathryn Barry, J.D.

Senior Program Associate
Center for Children and Family Futures
25371 Commercentre Drive, Suite 250
Lake Forest, CA 92630
(714) 505-3525
kcoe@cffutures.org

Ms. Coe serves as a senior program associate with the National Center on Substance Abuse and Child Welfare
at the Center for Children and Family Futures. In this role, she serves as an advisor and technical consultant to
states, counties, tribes and regions on issues related to substance abuse, child welfare, and the courts.  She is a
change liaison for Regional Partnerships Grants and courts with the Quality Improvement Center for
Collaborative Courts Initiative.  She has more than 30 years of experience in the field of child welfare and
substance abuse.  She was the Director of Residential and Community Treatment services for 22 years at a
nonprofit agency.  Ms. Coe oversaw all aspects of programming for a continuum of services, ranging from a
substance use disorder and mental health residential treatment program for mothers and their children;
outpatient substance use disorder treatment services; early childhood programs; workforce development,
transitional housing, and education programs; and home visiting and prevention programs.  Ms. Coe has vast
experience collaborating on projects with local and state partners, including Family Treatment Court, Citizens
Advisory Board for Child Welfare, Parent Child Center Board, Foster and Adoptive Family Association, and
Building Bright Futures State Council.  Ms. Coe has been the project director on Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration and Administration for Children and Families federal grants.  She is a licensed
foster parent for 15 years and adoptive mother of four.

Kim Coe, B.S.W.



Senior Program Associate
Center for Children and Family Futures
25371 Commercentre Drive, Suite 250
Lake Forest, CA 92630
(714) 505-3525
kfrescoln@cffutures.org

Ms. Frescoln is a senior program associate at the Center for Children and Family Futures where she  supports
implementation of family treatment courts (FTCs).  She has more than 25 years of experience developing,
implementing, and evaluating community-based programs and policies to improve the health and well-being of
vulnerable populations.  Ms. Frescoln worked as North Carolina drug treatment court manager; senior
consultant for the National Drug Court Institute; senior research associate with the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill Center for Urban and Regional Studies; and maternal, infant, and child home visiting
coordinator with the North Carolina Division of Public Health, Children, and Youth.  As a consultant, she has
provided technical assistance and training for the Bureau of Justice Assistance; Center for Court Innovation;
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration; National Drug Court Institute; National Council
of Juvenile and Family Court Judges; and Reclaiming Futures, and local and state entities.  Ms. Frescoln
authored articles on the impacts of federal policy on treatment courts, the health impacts of relocation from
distressed public housing, and evaluations of self-sufficiency initiatives within public housing in Social Science
and Medicine, Housing Policy Debate, International Public Health Journal, and Housing Studies.  She is a certified
public meetings facilitator and mediator.  Ms. Frescoln has a doctorate, a bachelors in Foreign Affairs and
History, and a Public Manager Certification.

Kirstin Frescoln, Ph.D.

Director of Veterans Programs
Center for Children and Family Futures
25371 Commercentre Drive, Suite 250
Lake Forest, CA 92630
(714) 505-3525
lowen@cffutures.org

Dr. Owen is a program director with the Center for Children and Family Futures since 2004.  She serves as
Program Director for Veteran and Military Family Projects.  She is responsible for several veterans projects
and also for conducting research and evaluation.  Dr. Owen helps plan and implement the evaluation of
veterans treatment courts (VTCs) and technical assistance involving families in the VTC and veterans in drug
courts.  She coordinates reviews of extensive resources and of new project development in several areas,
including veterans and military families, health care reform, home visiting, and legal remedies for children and
families affected by substance use disorders.  She is co-chair of the Children and Families subcommittee
working group of the Orange County Veterans and Military Families Collaborative.  Dr. Owen has extensive
“lived” as well as work experience with issues facing active military personnel, veterans, reservists, and their
families.  She is a member of the California State Guard, supporting soldiers and airmen of the California
National Guard during homeland security missions.  She received her Ph.D. in Public Policy and Law, Master’s
degree in Business Administration, and a Bachelor of Science in Criminology.

Larisa Owen, Ph.D.



Presiding Judge 
Queens Drug Treatment Court, DWI Court, Mental Health Court, Veterans Treatment Court, and Drug
Diversion Court, Queens NY
125-01 Queens Blvd
Kew Garden, NY 11415
mhirsch@nycourts.gov

Hon. Marcia P. Hirsch is the Presiding Judge of the Queens Drug Treatment Court, the DWI Treatment Court,
the Mental Health Court, the Veterans Court and the Drug Diversion Court.  She was appointed to the New
York Court of Claims in March, 2005 and was assigned to Queens Supreme Court, Criminal Term.  She presided
over hearings and trials before she was assigned to the therapeutic courts in October, 2005.  Judge Hirsch has
lectured extensively on therapeutic justice, trauma-informed courts, and procedural justice.  She is a past
president of the New York Association of Treatment Court Professionals.  She joined the faculty of the National
Judicial College in 2015 and the National Drug Court Institute in 2019.  Judge Hirsch is a graduate of Union
College, where she was elected to Phi Beta Kappa, and a graduate of Syracuse University College of Law.  She
served for nine years on the Rockville Centre School Board and also was a member of her community’s Drug &
Alcohol Task Force.  Prior to taking the bench, Judge Hirsch was the General Counsel and Deputy Commissioner
at the New York State Division of Housing & Community Renewal.  Before that, she was in private practice for
many years.

Honorable Marcia Hirsch

Director of Child-Parent Psychotherapy
Hope for Youth 
201 Dixon Ave.
Amityville, NY 11701
msilverman@hfyny.onmicrosoft.com

Marian Silverman, Psy.D., a Licensed Clinical Psychologist has extensive experience working with children and
families, especially those involved with the Child Welfare System.  Her expertise covers the areas of child
welfare; foster care; trauma; parenting and early childhood mental health.  Dr. Silverman was at Albert
Einstein College of Medicine for over 20 years where she was an Assistant Professor of Clinical Pediatrics and
a Supervising Psychologist.  While there, she developed and provided oversight to a grant-funded project “The
Therapeutic Visiting Program” which began as a multi-system collaboration between a grass-roots
organization, a non-profit hospital based outpatient program and The New York City Administration for
Children’s Services.  Dr. Silverman has worked collaboratively on “best practice” initiatives with Bronx Family
Court, Nassau County Family Court and the NYC Administration for Children’s Services Community
Partnership Initiative.

Currently, Dr. Silverman is the Director of Child Parent Psychotherapy at Hope for Youth, which has joined
Suffolk County Family Treatment Court’s new initiative, Families Overcoming Crisis through Unified Services.
F.O.C.U.S. is a collaborative effort between the Suffolk County Family Court, Department of Social Services’
Child Protective Services and Hope for Youth.  The F.O.C.U.S. program enhances the Family Treatment Court
Model and provides expedited access to services that address the trauma and development needs of young
children as well as the complex needs of their parents, including mental health and substance use services.

Dr. Marian Silverman



Senior Program Associate
Center for Children and Family Futures
25371 Commercentre Drive, Suite 250
Lake Forest, CA 92630
(714) 505-3525
Rbermejo@cffutures.org

Mr. Bermejo is a senior program associate with the National Center on Substance Abuse and Child Welfare at the
Center for Children and Family Futures.  He facilitates technical assistance on child welfare and substance
abuse-related issues for multiple projects.  Mr. Bermejo manages the Family Drug Court (FDC) Learning
Academy since 2010 and served as a change leader associate for the State-wide Systems Improvement Program,
helping state leaders develop and implement their statewide plan to increase the scale of FDCs and/or infuse
FDC practices into larger systems.  Mr. Bermejo was a performance management liaison from 2010‒2014,
providing support to six FDCs awarded by the Children Affected by Methamphetamine federal grant program.
He has 12 years of experience in public child welfare practice, including 10 years as a senior social worker with
Orange County Children and Family Services (casework focused on family reunification, family maintenance, or
permanency planning).  Mr. Bermejo has extensive experience working with children and families involved in the
juvenile dependency court system.  He is an aftercare fellow for the International Justice Mission in the
Philippines.  Projects focused on rescue and protection, reintegration into community; economic self-sufficiency;
and community stakeholder training. Mr. Bermejo earned a Master’s in Social Work and B.A. in Sociology.

Russ Bermejo, M.S.W.

Director, Family Treatment Court Training and Technical Assistance
Center for Children and Family Futures
25371 Commercentre Drive, Suite 250
Lake Forest, CA 92630
(714) 505-3525
tlemus@cffutures.org

Ms. Lemus is the director of the Family Treatment Court Training and Technical Assistance Program at the
Center for Children and Family Futures (CCFF).  She provides oversight for the family treatment court (FTC)
portfolio, including the U.S. Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention’s National Family Drug Court
Training and Technical Assistance Program and the Prevention and Family Recovery Initiative (supported by the
Doris Duke Charitable Foundation and Duke Endowment).  Ms. Lemus is a nationally recognized expert in
collaborative practice to improve outcomes for children and families affected by substance use disorders, FTC
models, and clinical treatment, including comprehensive withdrawal management and health and human
services.  She has more than 10 years of experience as a senior program associate at CCFF, providing
consultation to states and local jurisdictions.  Prior to working at CCFF, she served as a consultant to the
National Drug Court Institute, facilitating the development of new FTCs.  Ms. Lemus has expertise in program
management, cross-system collaboration, integrated service delivery, program and resource development,
sustainability, needs assessment and planning, research, evaluation, and policy analysis.  She is experienced
with working with multidisciplinary teams, problem-solving courts, and collaborative practice programs.  She is
an effective facilitator and consensus builder.  Ms. Lemus is a registered nurse, licensed alcohol and drug
counselor, and certified clinical supervisor.  She is the co-author and contributor to many publications, including
the Family Drug Court Training and Technical Assistance Needs Assessment and the Family Drug Court Guidelines.

Theresa Lemus, M.B.A., B.S.N., R.N., L.A.D.C.



SEE YOU NEXT YEAR | RISE 2021
MAY 12-15, 2021 @ NATIONAL HARBOR, MD


