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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

It is the mission of all of the Thirty-fifth Circuit Treatment Courts to 

provide substance abuse treatment in a non-adversarial setting distinct and 

separate from the traditional criminal and juvenile justice systems.  

Treatment court provides a comprehensive approach to dealing with persons 

with substance use disorders.  The central focus of the program is on 

treatment and recovery; however the program also attempts to help 

participants and their families make changes in all aspects of their lives 

through a holistic approach.  The ultimate goal of the family treatment court 

is to provide the participant with the tools to be a sober, productive, and 

contributing member of the community and their family.  When this goal is 

accomplished, family reunification is more likely to be permanent. 
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OVERVIEW OF THE COURTS 

 
The Thirty-fifth Circuit Treatment Courts are comprised of the five 

separate courts operating in the two counties of the 35th Judicial Circuit of 

Missouri, Dunklin and Stoddard.  In Dunklin County, the adult criminal drug 

court has been operational since 1998, the DWI court has been operational 

since May of 2011 and the family dependency treatment court has been 

operational since November 2004.  In Stoddard County, the adult criminal 

treatment court has been operational since 1999 and the DWI court since 

May 2011.   

Treatment Courts are built on a unique partnership between the 

criminal and juvenile justice systems and the substance abuse treatment 

community.  The structure is designed around the authority and personal 

intervention of a judicial officer, here the Drug Court Commissioner.  

Treatment Courts are also dependent on the creation of a non-adversarial 

courtroom atmosphere where the judge and a dedicated team of personnel 

can work together toward a common goal of breaking the cycle of substance 

abuse and anti-social behavior. 

 Each court and program in the 35th Circuit is unique, but has the basic 

format in common.  The Adult Criminal and DWI programs are made up of 

four active treatment phases and an aftercare follow-up phase.  Each 

participant is required to complete certain minimum requirements for 

advancement from each phase of the program.  Completion of all the 

requirements of the fourth phase of active treatment results in graduation 

from the program followed by a period of aftercare (Phase V).  The Family 

Treatment Court is structured to mirror the participants’ progress towards 
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reunification.  Team members meet and develop goals and a treatment plan 

that will guide progress towards graduation and reunification.  The first 

phase is linked to Supervised Visitation with the children, the second phase 

is linked to Unsupervised Visits, the third phase is linked to overnight visits, 

and the final phase is the Trial Home Visit.  Graduation is designed to occur 

at the same time the underlying Family Court case is closed.     
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PROGRAM GOALS 

 

The Dunklin County Family Treatment Court has five primary goals: 

1. Reunify parents and children when appropriate.  

2. Enable participants to become responsible and productive 

members of the community. 

3. Achieve permanent reunification and reduce the number of 

removals post-reunification. 

4. Reduce the impact of drug cases on criminal justice and juvenile 

court resources. 

5. Reduce substance abuse in the community. 
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TREATMENT COURT ORGANIZATION 

 
The Treatment Court Team 

The core Family Treatment Court team includes the Treatment Court 

Commissioner, the Administrator, Treatment Provider, Service Coordinator, 

Juvenile Officer, and Children’s Division Worker. The core team will 

maintain communication with CASA worker, parent attorneys, and the GAL 

in each case.  While the ultimate decision making authority resides with the 

Drug Court Commissioner, the Treatment Court Team works in 

collaboration toward the common goal of rehabilitation of the participant 

and meeting the needs of the family. 

Team meetings are held prior to the Treatment Court docket to review 

cases to be heard that day.  Policy decisions affecting daily operations of the 

Treatment Court are made by the Commissioner, following input from the 

Treatment Court Team. 

 

Treatment Court Team Roles 

The Commissioner is the final authority on all issues arising within 

the court.  The Commissioner is responsible for individually interacting with 

each participant on the docket.  The Commissioner will inform the 

participant of any rewards or behavior responses during the court session, 
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and discuss the progress to date.  The Commissioner will also preside over 

graduation ceremonies and help to promote the program through public 

relations opportunities. 

The Treatment Provider will provide the clinical assessment and make 

a recommendation to present to the Family Court Judge at the Hearing on 

Petition.  At that time, the participant may be ordered into the FTC. The 

Treatment Provider will attend Treatment Court staffing and inform the team 

of the participant’s treatment progress since the last court appearance.  The 

treatment provider will be responsible for providing treatment plans and 

updating them regularly, and will provide the level of treatment services 

indicated by the participant’s treatment needs.   

The Treatment Court Administrator is responsible for the 

administrative, financial and contractual aspects of the program and 

collaboration with other criminal justice and community agencies.  The 

Administrator will attend staffing in order to keep the team up to date on 

best practice and budget issues, and to make Justice Information System 

(JIS) entries for the court. 

The Juvenile office and the Children’s Division shall provide reports 

and information to the court in weekly staff meetings. Reports should 
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include information regarding visitation, home visits, and any services being 

provided to the parents or children through their respective agencies.       
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  SCREENING, ELIGIBILITY, AND REFERRAL  

 
Screening  

 Any removal that involves substance use may be referred to the FTC 

for assessment.  Referrals will be done by the Children’s Division worker 

assigned to the case at removal. The treatment provider administers a 

clinical assessment of each referral and makes a recommendation regarding 

acceptance into Treatment Court. Once accepted into the program, the 

Service Coordinator will set up a meeting to screen for any case 

management needs for the family. 

 

Eligibility 

 Eligibility will be determined based on the following criteria: 

1. residence in the county with the treatment court 

program; 

2. no history of  significant violent behavior; 

3. persons with certain serious mental health issues  

may not be appropriate candidates for the drug 

court program; 
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4. must have a substance use disorder that is a 

contributing factor to their contact with the 

juvenile court systems. 

 

Referrals 

 Family Treatment referrals are generally made by Missouri Children’s 

Division personnel but may be accepted from any source.   
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Phases of Treatment Court 
 

 The Family Treatment Court is structured to mirror the participants’ 

progress towards reunification.  Team members meet and develop goals and 

a treatment plan that will guide progress towards graduation and 

reunification.  The first phase is linked to Supervised Visitation with the 

children, the second phase is linked to Unsupervised Visits, the third phase 

is linked to overnight visits, and the final phase is the Trial Home Visit.  

Requirements of each phase are individually tailored to each family’s needs.  

Graduation is designed to occur at the same time the underlying Family 

Court case is closed.     

 Participants in the Supervised and Unsupervised Visit Phases are 

required to attend court weekly.  Those in the Overnight Visit or Trial Home 

Visit Phase attend court every other week. 
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Court Appearances 

 The 35th Judicial Circuit Treatment Court Programs require each 

participant to appear before the court on a regular basis.  During court 

appearances, the Commissioner may reward a participant for good behavior 

or discuss therapeutic responses to negative behavior.  During court 

appearances participants will be given an opportunity to address the Team 

with any concerns that have arisen since the last court appearance.  

Graduations will be reserved for the first court appearance of the month.   
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Program Fees 

Family Treatment Court Participants are required to pay a fee of $300 

or $425 per couple.  The Treatment Court fee is to be paid to the Circuit 

Clerks office.  Prior to graduation, all required program fees shall be paid in 

full. Credits toward the total program fee may be given as a reward for 

positive actions.   

Inability to pay fees will not prevent treatment services from being 

offered, progress in the program, or graduation from the program.  

Individual circumstances will be considered. Participants may request a 

hearing to present evidence about their financial condition in assessing their 

ability to pay and establishing payment requirements. Participants who are 

determined to be indigent may complete community service in lieu of paying 

treatment court fees. 

 Program fees are used to help enhance the program by providing 

funding for equipment, supplies, activities, or any expense that improves the 

program such as training or educational expenses. 

  



 15 

Drug and Alcohol Testing  

One of the most important parts of this program is frequent and 

random drug and alcohol testing. Randomness will be assured by using a 

daily call-in system with a random color generator.  All urine samples will 

be tested either by use of on-site tests or by laboratory testing.  The test 

results will be reported to the team.  The level of dilution is also tested.  

Deliberately diluted urine will be treated in a manner consistent with a 

positive test.  All urine collections will be directly observed by a person 

designated by the team.   

 Refusing to give a urine sample or providing a sample that has been 

diluted or otherwise tampered with shall be considered a positive test and 

dealt with accordingly.   

 Some participants in the program will be required to submit to random 

and frequent alcohol testing.  This may be accomplished a number of ways.  

The drug court team may at any time choose to request that a participant 

submit to a breath test.     
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Education 

 
 If a participant does not have a high school diploma or HiSet 

certificate, he or she will be required to obtain or make significant progress 

towards one by the end of the program if appropriate.  The treatment court 

team recognizes that education is a key component to success, and requires 

each participant to do his or her personal best in an attempt to meet this goal. 

 If the participant already has a high school diploma or HiSet 

certificate, he or she will be encouraged to further his or her education.  Any 

available resources will be used to assist a participant who is interested in 

enrolling in college or vocational programs. 

  



 17 

Medication 
 

As a general rule, during participation in drug court, participants are 

expected to be drug free, including the use of mood-altering, or addictive 

prescription or non-prescription medications.   The use of any unapproved 

medication is a violation.  Each participant will be provided a list of 

approved over the counter medications.  Taking any medication not on the 

list requires prior approval by the team, except in the case of emergencies.  

Any participants entering the program taking prescription medications will 

be offered physical or mental health evaluations by treatment court approved 

physicians.  Participants who wish to eliminate their prescriptions will be 

directed to do so in a safe and healthy way by these physicians. 

Medically Assisted Treatment is available to participants and will be 

considered on an individual basis. 
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Responses and Incentives 

 If a person tests positive for drugs or alcohol, or fails to follow other 

program requirements a response will be given by the team.  Possible 

responses include, but are not limited to: 

 community service; 

 increased court appearances; 

 increased urine testing; 

 increased counseling sessions; 

 increased AA/NA or Alumni meetings; 

 journal reports or essays; and 

delayed advancement in program phase. 

Decreased visits will never be used as a response to non-compliance.  

However, visits may be limited when the safety or well being of the children 

is in question. 

If a participant is in compliance with treatment and program requirements he 

or she may be rewarded by the team through any of the following incentives: 

 verbal praise; 

 awards such as coupons, certificates, or tickets; 

 credits towards program fees; and 

 advancement to the next program phase. 
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Termination 

 Failure to comply with Treatment Court requirements may result in 

termination from the program.  Prior to termination, a participant shall be 

afforded the opportunity to have a hearing on the record.  Counsel may be 

provided or retained by the participant.  Based upon evidence presented, the 

Commissioner will make a determination of whether termination from the 

court or continuation with treatment services is warranted.  If terminated 

from the program, a special review will be requested in front of the Juvenile 

Court Judge.  He will then determine if the permanency plan will be 

changed, or if it will remain reunification with a plan other than Family 

Treatment Court. 

  



 20 

Graduation Requirements 

 In order to graduate from the program, a participant must successfully 

complete all phases of the program.  At the time of graduation the 

participant must: 

 have completed the treatment program successfully; 

 have full time employment if able; 

have completed or made significant progress towards a high school 

diploma or HiSet if appropriate; and 

 have all program fees paid in full unless determined unable to do so. 
 

Graduation 

 Graduation from the Dunklin County Family Treatment Court is 

marked by a ceremony.  Certificates from the court are presented upon 

successful completion of the program, and the participant’s name is added to 

a plaque displayed in the offices of the 35th Judicial Circuit Treatment 

Courts.  Anyone may ask that their name not be displayed on the plaque and 

in its place there will be placed a nameplate with “Anonymous Graduate.”   

 
 


	TREATMENT COURT ORGANIZATION
	The Treatment Court Team
	Treatment Court Team Roles

	SCREENING, ELIGIBILITY, AND REFERRAL
	Screening
	Eligibility
	Referrals
	Court Appearances
	Responses and Incentives
	Graduation Requirements
	Graduation


