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Welcome to the Dunklin County 35th Judicial Circuit Family Treatment 

Court Program! 
 

You have taken the first step to a permanent, healthier, happier lifestyle and 
to reunification with your children.  Just as your love for your children has 
made you commit to your own recovery, we have committed to empower 
you to correct the conditions which led to the removal of your children.  We 
know that you love your children and your children love you; therefore, let’s 
all work together to make your home a safe place. 
 
 

What is expected of me while I am in the program? 
 
This handbook will explain what is expected of you.  It will also provide you 
with general information about the program. Please read this handbook 
carefully because it will assist you in completing the program successfully.  
We encourage you to read it and to share this information with your family 
and friends who support you and your recovery. 
 
You will be expected to meet with your treatment team, which includes your 
counselor, the treatment court service coordinator, your Children’s Division 
caseworker, and the juvenile officer.  Together, you will create a treatment 
court plan that will include treatment, housing, education/employment 
assistance, parenting skills and any other services which may be needed to 
best serve you and your child(ren).  A plan will be created which sets the 
expectations that need to be met before receiving unsupervised visits. .  A 
second plan will then be created that will set out the expectations that need 
to be met before starting overnight visits. A third plan will then be created 
that will set out the expectations that need to be met before starting a trial 
home visit.  A final plan will then be created which sets out expectations that 
must be met before graduation from family treatment court.  When you meet 
all the expectations that are set out for you in your treatment court plans, you 
will graduate from Family Treatment Court and a recommendation will be 
made that your children be returned to your custody and your juvenile court 
case closed. 
 
In addition to meeting the goals and expectations of your treatment court 
plans, you will also be expected to follow any instructions given you by the 
Drug Court Commissioner in court; show respect to all members of the 
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Treatment Court Team; attend court every Thursday until overnight visits 
are approved, then every first and third Thursday; attend counseling sessions 
as set out in the treatment court plan, or as directed by the treatment court 
team. 
 

How long will I be in the program?      
 
 The length of the program is determined on your individual progress in 
completing your individual treatment court plans.  Completion of each plan 
will move you to the next level of visits with your children.  Some families 
may have more needs than others, such as housing, parenting, education, and 
will take longer than families that are more stable in those areas.  Do not 
compare yourself with anyone else in the family treatment court!!!  Your 
family treatment court plan is designed just for you and will take as long as 
we need to get you and your children together in a safe, sober, loving home 
of your own.  We don’t expect your family treatment court to last much 
longer than 8-12 months, but the time here is all up to you and your 
progress. 
 

Will my information be shared with others? 
 
Your privacy is respected in Family Treatment Court.  We are bound to 
make every effort to protect your identity and maintain confidentiality about 
your program.  However, upon entry into Family Treatment Court, you 
signed Consent to Release Information, which gives the Court permission to 
access medical and other records of care and services to you (as necessary 
and with your full knowledge) that may impact your participation.  Also, 
understand that any information you share with a member of the Family 
Treatment Court Team may be shared with the remainder of the team as 
necessary to assist in your recovery. 
 

What happens if I don’t complete the program? 
 
If your child remains in foster care for 12 months, state and federal laws 
require the court to make a permanent plan for your child.  If you 
complete your program, the plan would remain reunification.  If you drop 
out and/or do not complete your program, your child’s permanency plan 
could be termination of your parental rights and adoption, or guardianship 
with a relative, or an alternative planned permanent living arrangement for 
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your child.  The court believes that you can succeed on your journey to a 
clean and sober life and reunification with your child(ren). 
 
Beware, however that if you fail the program and thereafter appear before 
a judge for review on your case, Missouri law provides that your Juvenile 
judge may consider the reason(s) you were terminated from Family 
Treatment Court. 
 

What happens when I do complete the program? 
 
Working together, the Family Treatment Court Team hopes to see positive 
changes in your life as a result of this program.  We believe that if you trust 
our process, you will become clean and sober; have improved health and a 
stable lifestyle; obtain or improve your employment and/or further your 
education; develop new and positive relationships with family and friends; 
rejoin your community as a productive member; and find happiness in your 
recovery and your new life!  Our goal is to help you stop using drugs in 
order to achieve safety and permanency for you children.  The plan is for 
you to graduate from the program at the completion of your trial home visit, 
and have your case closed. 
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Program Requirements 

A. Drug Testing 

You will be drug tested throughout the entire program.  Drug Testing 
will be on a random basis and you may be expected to give a sample any day 
of the week. 
 
On the day you enter Family Treatment Court, you will be assigned a color.  
You must call the drug testing telephone number, 573-344-1904, every 
day to find out if your color is called and if you are going to be tested that 
day.  You must call every morning, including holidays.  When you call you 
will get a recording, which will provide you with the color(s) for that day.  
Listen to the complete recorded message. 
 
The primary site for urine collection is the Family Treatment Court/Drug 
Court Building.  If your color is called, you must report to the Family 
Treatment Court/Drug Court Building on that day or as specified between 
the hours of 8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. only.  You must call everyday between 
the hours of 8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 
 
If your color is called on a Friday please report to the Service Coordinator’s 
office, room 309 in the old Dunklin County Courthouse between the hours 
of 8:30 and 10:00 a.m. 
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B.  Court Appearances 

 
As a Family Treatment Court participant, you are expected to appear in 
court on a regular basis.  At each appearance, the Commissioner will be 
given a report prepared by your service coordinator about your progress.  
The report will include drug test results, attendance at self-help meetings, 
participation in treatment, successes and/or problems you are having, your 
health, your attitude and so forth.  The Commissioner my ask you questions 
about your progress and discuss any problems you have been experiencing. 
 
If you cannot appear in court as scheduled, you must notify your service 
coordinator as soon as possible in order to get permission from the 
Commissioner.   
 
 
Court is held at the Dunklin County Justice Center every Wednesday at 
9:00 a.m. 
 
If you have not yet started your overnight visits, you will attend court every 
Wednesday. 
 
If your overnight visits have started, you will attend court on the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesday of the month or as directed by the treatment court team. 
 
You will be notified of any changes in the court schedule.
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C. Fees 

 
There is a $300.00 Family Treatment Court fee, or $450 per couple that 
you must pay in order to graduate.  Payments are to be made in the Circuit 
Clerks Office.  The Drug Court Administrator will give you a card with your 
treatment court case number.  You must have that card with you when you 
pay in order to make sure the payment is applied to the correct case. Inability 
to pay fees will not prevent treatment services from being offered, progress 
in the program, or graduation from the program.  Individual circumstances 
will be considered. Participants may request a hearing to present evidence 
about their financial condition in assessing their ability to pay and 
establishing payment requirements. Participants who are determined to be 
indigent may complete community service in lieu of paying treatment court 
fees.    
 

D. Support of your child 
 

You will be expected to provide financial support for your child in foster 
care according to your ability to pay. 
 

E. Service Coordinator 
 

You are expected to schedule regular appointments with your service 
coordinator as directed.  You are expected to be on time.  Your service 
coordinator will give continuous updates to the Drug Court Commissioner 
and Team about your progress.  The service coordinator will make home 
visits and check in with your work place, your treatment counselor, your 
physician, and any other persons involved in working with you while you 
are in Family Treatment Court.  Your service coordinator will be involved in 
scheduling family support team meetings and visits between you and your 
child(ren). 

 
F. Treatment 

 
Every Family Treatment Court participant will be assessed.  Then a 
treatment plan will be developed by your treatment counselor.  The plan will 
be a guide for you through treatment and will be updated as you progress. 
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The treatment team will assess what level and intensity of treatment will best 
meet your needs and recommend to the Commissioner that you receive 
either detoxification, residential treatment or increased outpatient services.  
If you are admitted to a residential treatment program, your treatment plan 
will include the requirements of that program. 

 
 
 

G. Self-Help 
 

Attendance at Outside Support Groups (12 Step, Celebrate Recovery, 
other self-help groups) is expected at least once a week throughout your 
entire Family Treatment Court Program.  These meetings are a vitally 
important part of your recovery.  You are encouraged to find a support 
system you can use after graduating from this program. If you have 
questions about outside support groups or are nervous about attending one 
on your own, please discuss this with your Certified Peer Support specialist 
who will assist you. 

 
H. Visitation with your children 

 
You will be expected to see your children as ordered by the Court. 
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FAMILY TREATMENT COURT EXPECTATIONS 
 
As a Family Treatment Court participant, you will be expected to: 
 
 Always tell the truth. 

The Family Treatment Court Team will tell you the truth and will 
expect your truthfulness in return. 
 

 Become and remain alcohol and drug free.  Do not use or 
possess any drugs or alcohol.  
 

 Stay out of bars, casinos and any place where there are illegal 
drugs. 

 
 Follow the treatment plan made for you by you and your 

treatment team. Attend all assigned treatment sessions 
including individual and group counseling, educational 
sessions, parent-aide sessions and outside support meetings. 

 
 Report to your service coordinator as directed. 
 
 Report for UA’s as directed. 

 
 Be as involved with the care of your children as is allowed by 

the court. 
 

 Attend and be on time for all Family Treatment Court sessions 
and Family Support Team meetings. 

 
 Behave appropriately in court and at treatment. 

 
 Obey all laws and pay outstanding traffic fines. 

 
 Do not travel over 100 miles from your home without the 

permission of the Commissioner. 
 

 Avoid any person who possesses or uses illegal drugs.  Which 
may mean making new friends and cutting ties with old friends. 
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 Visit your child(ren) as required by the Family Treatment 
Court Team, support your child(ren) financially and cooperate 
with the team in permanency planning. 
 

 Pay a $300 Family Treatment Court Fee, or $450 per couple. 
You will be expected to pay at least $25 per month. 

 
 Dress appropriately for Court and Treatment sessions.  You 

will be expected to wear a shirt or blouse with sleeves, pants, 
dress, or skirt of a reasonable length.  Clothing with drug or 
alcohol related themes or promoting or advertising alcohol or drug 
use or violence is considered inappropriate.  Men should remove 
hats or other head/hair coverings before entering the Court.  
Sunglasses are not to be worn inside the Court or treatment center 
unless medically approved and verified.  Do not wear house shoes, 
tank tops, or pajamas to court or group.  Speak with your service 
coordinator or Peer Support if you need assistance with 
clothing. 

 
 Do not make threats toward other participants or staff or 

behave in a violent manner.  Violent and inappropriate behavior 
will not be tolerated and will be reported to the Commissioner.  
This may result in termination from the Family Treatment Court 
Program. 
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Treatment Center Expectations 

 
1. In the building 15 minutes before group.  In your seats 5 minutes 

before group is scheduled to start.  If van arrives late, immediately go 

to group. 

2. Curfew: Sun-Thursday 11:00 pm – 6:00 am, Friday and Saturday 

12:00 am – 6:00 am. 

3. If employed, provide a verification of employment and a work 

schedule every two weeks. 

4. No UA’s during group time unless arranged with counselor. 

5. Must call UA line between 8:00 am and 10:00 a.m. daily. 

6. No energy drinks. 

7. Daily Journaling 

8. Diluted UA’s:  Below 10 = intentional dilution, 10-20 = diluted, 

maybe not intentional. 

9. Prescriptions: testing positive for prescription medication without 

prior knowledge and approval by Team is a positive test. 

10. Medical letter must be signed by medical professional if you have a 

medical appointment.  

11. Team must have prior knowledge of doctor’s appointments. 

12. No cell phones in group. 
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13. No smoking at the treatment facility.  Once in the building, no leaving 

the building. 

14. Dress Code: No house shoes, Pajamas, sleeveless shirts, exposed 

middles, no shorts, no inappropriate sayings or pictures on shirts. 

15. No food in group. 

16. What happens in group stays in group. 

17. No cross-talking during group. 

18. Always remember your books, paper, and pen.  You will have to 

make up a day if you fail to bring books. 

19. Full disclosure of medical and other issues. 

20. Do not make doctor or other appointments when you have court or 

group. 

21. HiSet will be required when appropriate. 
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IV. INCENTIVES 

 
When you consistently cooperate and participate in the Family Treatment 
Court program, you may be rewarded with incentives.   
 
 

V.  PROGRESS TOWARD GRADUATION 
 

Progress towards graduation will be determined by the completion of goals 
set out by the treatment court team.  A treatment team meeting will be held 
at the beginning of the program.  At this meeting goals and benchmarks will 
be set for your individual situation.  Certain goals will have to be met in 
order for you to receive unsupervised visits, a trial home visit, and 
ultimately, graduation and closing of your Family Court case.  Goals will 
relate to treatment, housing, employment, education, and parenting skills, as 
well as any other specific needs your family has. 

 
The Family Treatment Court Team must agree that you have met all 
requirements, and that you have sufficient information and the proper 
attitude to support your recovery before you successfully complete the 
Family Treatment Court Program.  The safety and wellbeing of your 
child/children is our number one priority. 
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List of Allowable Medications 
 

Use of any medications not on this list must be approved by the treatment 
court team or may result in a sanction.   
 
Pain & Fever Relief 
Advil/Ibuprofen/Motrin 
Aleve 
Alka-Seltzer-Antacid Pain Reliever/Extra Strength Pain Reliever 
Aspercreme 
Bayer Aspirin 
Ecotrin 
Kankaid 
Nuprin 
Oragel, Orabase 
Orudis KT 
Pamprin 
Tylenol, Regular or Extra Strength, or Headache Plus 
 
Cough, Cold & Flu 
Alka-Seltzer Cold 
Delsym 
Hall’s Fruit Breezers 
Luden’s Cough Drops 
Mucinex (blue box) 
Mucinex DM (green box) 
Pertussin DM-Extra Strength Cough 
Robitussin 
Robitussin DM 
Zycam (red box) 
 
Allergy & Sinus Relief 
Dayhist-Allergy 
Loratadine (Claritin, NOT Claritin D) 
Nasalcrom 
Saline Nasal Spray 
 
Skin Care 
Benadryl Itch Stopping Cream 
Calamine Lotion 
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Cetaphil 
Clearasil 
Cortaid, Cortisone 
Eucerin 
Gold Bond cream/powder 
Lotrimin AF 
Oxy 10 
Preparation H Anti-Itch Cream 
 
Eye, Ear & Mouth care 
Naphcon-A 
Ocuhist 
Opcon-A 
Vas-o-Con-A 
Zaditor 
 
Feminine Products 
Femstat 3 
Gyne-Lotrimin 3 
Monistat 7 crème or suppositories 
Vagisil Anti Itch Crème 
Vagistat 1 
 
Sleep Aids and Stimulants 
Melatonin 
 
Stomach/Bowel Medicines 
Alka Seltzer – Antacid Original Effervescent Pain Reliever 
Alka Seltzer – Extra Strength Effervescent Antacid Pain Reliever 
Axid AR 
Beano 
Dulcolax 
Ex-Lax Chocolate 
Ex-lax regular strength 
Fibercon 
Gas-X 
Kaopectate 
Maalox Antacid/Anti-gas Tablets 
Milk of Magnesia 
Mylanta Liquid 
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Mylanta Double Strength 
Mylanta Maximum Strength Liquid 
Mylanta AR 
Pepcid AC 
Pepto-Bismol 
Prilosec OTC 
Rolaids 
Tagament HB 
Tums 
 
Smoking Cessation 
Nicoderm 
Nicorette 
Nicotrol 
 
Vitamins & Supplements 
Standard OTC Vitamins and Minerals 
NO HERBAL INGREDIENTS 
 

 
If it is not on the list, or you have a question, ask before you take 
the medicine.  Never take someone else’s prescription medication.  
Never take someone else’s non-prescription medicine unless you 
can verify what it is and that it is on this list.
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35th Circuit Family Treatment Court 

P O Box 805 
Kennett, MO 63857 

(573) 888-6882 

Fax (573) 888-6958 
 
To Whom it may concern: 
 
I am currently enrolled in the Dunklin County Family Treatment Court Program.  Under 
the conditions of this program I am not allowed to take any potentially addictive drugs 
unless there is no comparable alternative for effective treatment of my current medical 
condition.  Prohibited drugs include but are not limited to barbiturates, narcotics, 
amphetamines, benzodiazepines and SOMA.   
 
The Court requires that I provide proof that my physician has received this information 
and that my physician has made every effort to provide me with non-addictive 
medications during my treatment and recovery. 
 
If you have any questions, please call Lisa Dunham, Service Coordinator Family 
Treatment Court, 573-344-9696. 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________                ________________________________ 
Client                                          Date                        Physician                                    Date 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Phillip M. Britt, Commissioner                                                        Robert N. Mayer, Circuit Judge                                     Julie Spielman, Administrator 
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Contact List 
 

35th Circuit Treatment Court Office 
573-888-6882 
Available 8:00-4:00 
 
Lisa Dunham, Service Coordinator 
573-344-9696 
 
Carla Welch (Family Counseling Center) 
573-888-5925 ext 2607 
 
Debra Hampton (Family Counseling Center) 
573-888-5925 ext 7053 
 
Juvenile Office 
573-888-2962 
 
Children’s Division 
573-888-5981 
 
Ellen Long, Peer Support/Alumni Contact 
573-227-3614 
 
Audrey Singleton (Probation and Parole) 
573-888-4900 Office 
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I ___________________________ have gone over this handbook with a 
member of the treatment court team. 
 
 
 
____________________________________                   _______________ 
Participant Signature      Date 
 
 
 
____________________________________                   _______________ 
Treatment Court Team Member                                        Date 
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