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MEET OUR PANELISTS

COMMISSIONER
KEN SANDERS

Ken Sanders is a Commissioner and Judge Pro Tempore with
the Pima County Superior Court in Tucson, Arizona.  Judge
Sanders is currently assigned to the Juvenile bench where
he presides over cases involving child abuse and neglect, as
well as juvenile delinquency matters.  Judge Sanders has
been a part of the Family Drug Court program at the Pima
County Juvenile Court since July of 2020.  Prior to taking
the bench, Judge Sanders represented children and parents
in all types of juvenile proceedings for approximately eight
years.  Judge Sanders is a native of Tucson, Arizona.

Pima County, AZ
Family Treatment Court Judicial Officer

ksanders@sc.pima.gov

Jenny Zelt is in her third year as the Supervisor of the Pima
County Family Drug Court (FDC) Program.  Jenny came to
FDC after 23 years with the Arizona Department of Child
Safety as a Case Specialist, Supervisor and Manager.  Prior
to moving to beautiful Arizona, Jenny served as a Juvenile
Probation Officer in Allen County, Indiana for four years.
Over the years, the significance of trauma, family
relationships and the need for family services made a strong
impression on Jenny.  Jenny was thrilled to join the FDC
team three years ago after having been a part of the original
Pima County FDC exploratory committee more than 20
years ago.

JENNY ZELT
Pima County, AZ

Family Drug Court Supervisor
jzelt@sc.pima.gov

Suzette Millet started with the Department of Child Safety in
late 2003 as an ongoing case manager.  In 2009, Ms. Millet
took a position as a Family Drug Court case manager.  When
the opportunity of a co-locate Department of Child Safety
came about around 2011, Ms. Millet took the opportunity to
become the Department of Child Safety supervisor of that
unit.  Ms. Millet continues to advocate for the collaboration
between Department of Child Safety and Family Drug Court
and working together to achieve common goals such as
recovery and reunification.

SUZETTE MILLET
Pima County, AZ

Department of Child Safety Supervisor
suzette.millet@azdcs.gov

Jill Murphy is the Program Supervisor of Washington’s King
County Family Treatment Court, a therapeutic court designed to
assist parents who have a substance use disorder and have lost
custody of their children.  She is also the Program Supervisor for
the Parents for Parents Program in King County.   Prior to moving
to Seattle, Mrs. Murphy worked for the Cook County Juvenile
Court Clinic (CCJCC), where she facilitated requests for clinical
information, evaluated parents’ ability to surrender their parental
rights, and provided training and consulting on the CCJCC model.
She has worked internationally helping legal professionals
interview traumatized prisoners and conducted mental health
evaluations for incarcerated men and women in Malawi.  She holds
a Master of Arts degree in Clinical Social Work from the School of
Social Service Administration at the University of Chicago and is
licensed in the State of Washington.

JILL MURPHY
King County, WA

Family Treatment Court Program Supervisor
jill.murphy@kingcounty.gov

April Conniff (They/She) is a Family Treatment Specialist who has
been working for King County Family Treatment Court in Seattle,
WA since 2017.  April has been working with individuals and
families impacted by substance use and living with mental health
challenges for over a decade.  They have learned the importance
of applying a trauma-informed care approach while working with
individuals and families who have experiences in systems like
courts and public programs.  The combination of an
undergraduate education in Psychology that emphasized
addiction studies from Eastern Washington University, and a
graduate education in Public Health from the University of
Washington’s Community-Oriented Public Health Practice
program making their understanding of the Social Determinants
of Health and Health Equity a valuable tool when working with
system involved populations.

APRIL CONNIFF
King County, WA

Family Treatment Court Specialist
apwilson@kingcounty.gov



MEET OUR CONVERSATION HOST

ALEXIS BALKEY

Ms. Balkey is a Deputy Program Director at Children and Family
Futures, Inc. (CFF) and works with the National Family Drug Court
(FDC) Training and Technical Assistance (TTA) Program.  Ms. Balkey
provides mentoring and direct supervision to Program Associates
and Program Specialists that are part of the FDC TTA Program.  She
assists with project management and reporting tasks to compile and
synthesize information on the lessons, results and policy and practice
innovations.  Additionally, she provides TTA to FDCs across the
nation responding to over 1200 requests in less in a little over nine
years.

Ms. Balkey was a Change Leader for the statewide system
improvement initiative enhancing system collaboration to improve
outcomes for families within the child welfare system affected by
substance use disorders.  Additionally, Ms. Balkey is a Change Leader
for the Prevention and Family Recovery (PFR) initiative funded by the
Duke Foundation Charitable Trust assisting jurisdictions to advance
the capacity of their FDCs to provide more comprehensive family-
centered care to children, parents and families affected by substance
use disorders through integration and institutionalization of proven
parenting services and developmental and therapeutic services for
children.

Previous to her employment with CFF, Ms. Balkey was the Program
Manager for Riverside County Family Preservation Court, located in
Indio, CA where she successfully managed a Family Drug Court with
multiple funding streams including the SAMHSA Children Affected by
Methamphetamine (CAM) Federal grant.  Ms. Balkey is a certified
addictive disorder counselor by the Breining Institute, College for the
Advanced Study of Addictive Disorders with robust knowledge of
alcohol and other drug treatment programs. Ms. Balkey received a
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology and Bachelor of Arts in Criminal
Justice from Temple University and a Masters of Public
Administration from California State University, San Bernardino.

DEPUTY PROGRAM DIRECTOR
Children and Family Futures

abalkey@cffutures.org


