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MEET OUR PANELISTS

DR. LYNNE KATZ

Dr. Lynne Katz is a retired Research Assistant Professor in
the Departments of Psychology and Pediatrics at the
University of Miami. She was the Director of the University’s
Linda Ray Intervention Center for high -risk children ages 0-
3 who were born prenatally drug exposed and/or were
victims of child maltreatment. Since 1993, she coordinated
the program’s comprehensive early intervention services for
over 1000 infants and toddlers and their families. She was
the early childhood partner who assisted in the development
and ongoing implementation of Miami’s Dependency Drug
Court services for children and parenting and has worked
extensively with NDCI training of new Family Drug Courts.
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As the Strive Project Director, Laura is able to bring together
her passion for working with vulnerable families with her
commitment to improving the way that child welfare
involved families experience services, especially those
related to family time. She enjoys the challenges and
rewards of implementing evidence-informed practices while
simultaneously working to build the evidence for their
effectiveness. Early in her career, Laura worked for several
Head Start Programs, providing family support and
parenting services to low-income families with young
children. Laura has a bachelor's degree in psychology from
Loyola University Chicago and a master's degree in social
work from the University of Washington.
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Samantha Bond, LMFT-S, LPC is currently a Program Manager
overseeing several programs at Integral Care in Austin, TX.
From a young age Samantha knew she wanted to be a helper
and has spent her career serving the most vulnerable
populations including adults and adolescents involved in the
criminal justice system. This passion evolved into managing a
specialized team that provides community based, intensive
mental health services aimed at juvenile justice diversion.
Samantha also oversees a successful program that serves
parents in recovery and their children.
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WILL BLAKELEY

Mr. Blakeley currently serves as a Program Associate for the Family
Treatment Court Training and Technical Assistance Team for Children
and Family Futures. He coordinates grant projects and program
deliverables and provides various training and technical assistance to
courts and teams around the United States.  Mr. Blakeley has seven
years of experience in the child welfare system, including the role of
court coordinator for Yellowstone, MT Family Recovery Court, grant
management in father engagement, and as a child protection worker.
He has also taught at the high school and middle school levels. He
received a Master of the Arts of Teaching from Christian Brothers
University and a Bachelor of Arts in Human Rights Studies from the
University of Dayton.
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