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INTRODUCTION OF PANELISTS
MODERATOR: ASHAY SHAH

3 LIVE CONVERSATION
SUBMIT YOUR QUESTIONS VIA CHAT BOX

4 Q&A AND DISCUSSION

NEXT STEPS & RESOURCES5

DOWNLOAD OUR
TAKE ACTION GUIDE
TO TURN LEARNING
INTO PRACTICE

WEBINAR AGENDA
LIVE

C a fé  C o nv e r s a t i o n

PLEASE TAKE A FEW
MINUTES TO
COMPLETE OUR
EVALUATION SURVEY

VIEW THE
SOON-TO-BE RELEASED
VIDEO PRESENTATION

Let’s Be Better Together -
Five Questions Your
Court Team Must Discuss
Before Serving In-Home Families

September 19, 2019 | 11 am - 12:30 pm (PT) | 2 pm - 3:30 pm (ET)
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MEET OUR PANELISTS 

MIMI LAVER

Mimi Laver is the Director of Legal Representation at the American Bar
Association Center on Children and the Law. In this position, she directs
the National Alliance for Parent Representation and co-directs the Family
Justice Initiative. Mimi’s publications include Opening Doors for LGBTQ
Youth in Foster Care: A Guide for Lawyers and Judge, It’s My Life,
Foundations for Success: Strengthening Your Agency Attorney Office and
edited Representing Parents in Child Welfare Cases: A Basic Introduction for
Attorneys. In collaboration with expert work groups, Mimi drafted
Standards of Representation for Child Welfare Agency Attorneys and
Standards of Practice for Attorneys Representing Parents in Abuse and
Neglect Cases. She also drafted the Indicators of Success for Parents
Representation which is a guide for courts and states with both qualitative
and quantitative tools to measure progress.

Prior to joining the ABA, Mimi was a Deputy City Solicitor in the Health
and Human Services Unit of the Philadelphia Law Department. Mimi
earned her JD from Temple University School of Law and her BA from
Vassar College.Director, Legal Representation Projects

American Bar Association
Mimi.Laver@americanbar.org 

Kim Ruble is a Child Welfare Supervisor of Recovery Services at Trumbull
County Children Services in Warren, Ohio. She supervises a Unit of 3
Caseworkers and 2 Peer Recovery Coaches who specialize in providing
services to families who have a parent with a substance use disorder. Her
Unit participates in weekly court hearings with Trumbull County’s Family
Dependency Treatment Team, which is a specialized docket for parents
with substance use disorder. Ms. Ruble has been involved in the
implementation and supervision of Ohio Start (Sobriety, Treatment and
Reducing Trauma) and the Quality Improvement Center for Collaborative
Community Court Teams (QIC-CCCT). These grants enabled the Agency
to hire 2 full-time Peer Recovery Coaches. The importance of early
engagement in treatment and intensive case management with a
caseworker/peer recovery coach team has led to better outcomes for
children’s safety, permanency and well-being. Ms. Ruble has over 24
years working in the Child welfare field and has previous work experience
as a children’s mental health counselor and drug/alcohol counselor. She
has a Master’s in Community Counseling and is a Licensed Social Worker.

KIM RUBLE
Supervisor, Recovery Services

Trumball County, Ohio
Kimberly.Ruble@jfs.ohio.gov

Angela Cochran is a Peer Recovery Coach at Trumbull County Children
Services in Warren, Ohio.  Ms. Cochran has been in recovery from
a substance use disorder for 6 1/2 years and is active in the 12-step
community where she serves as a sponsor to other women.  She is
also active in her service to the recovery community.  Ms. Cochran is a
mother of three children and has lived experience with the child welfare
system and has been successful in reuniting with her children.  In her work
as a Peer Recovery Coach, she is teamed with an agency caseworker in
providing intensive case management to parents with a substance use
disorder.  Ms. Cochran utilizes her lived experience with addiction and
recovery in forming relationships with clients and giving them hope and
encouragement that lifelong recovery is attainable.  She has assisted
clients in getting into detox, inpatient and outpatient substance use
treatment.  Ms. Cochran helps introduce clients to the 12-step community
and has attended meetings with them.  She is instrumental in helping
clients understand and navigate the CWS system and being an advocate
for them in the community.  Ms. Cochran is certified by the state of Ohio
as a Peer Supporter. 

ANGELA COCHRAN
Peer Recovery Coach

Trumball County, Ohio
Angela.Cochran@jfs.ohio.gov



MEET OUR PANELISTS 

Jami Vigil has been a Magistrate in El Paso County Colorado since
January 2011. She is the presiding judicial officer managing the Fourth
Judicial District’s Family Treatment Drug Court (FTDC) program, the
state’s oldest and largest family drug court. FTDC received Colorado’s
Excellence in Practice Family Drug Court Team Award in both 2015 and
2019, and in 2018 was the first Family treatment court to be accredited
by the State of Colorado. The Excellence in Practice team award is given
by the Colorado State Court Administrator’s Office recognizing a family
drug treatment court demonstrating exceptional multi-disciplinary
collaboration, a commitment to the problem-solving court model to
improve outcomes for children, youth, and families impacted by
substance abuse, and for longstanding success and mentoring of other
jurisdictions.

Magistrate Vigil also handles a full juvenile docket including dependency
and neglect, adoption, relinquishment, paternity, and child support
cases. She also serves as conflict coverage for problem solving courts
throughout the district, including the DUI Court and the Adult Criminal
Drug Court. She is currently working on developing a juvenile problem-
solving court.

Magistrate Vigil is extremely active on several Best Practices Court
Committees including the Steering Committee. She also chairs the best
practices sub-committee for Family Treatment Drug Court and leads
that program’s Steering Committee. Magistrate Vigil contributes time as
a volunteer judge with Colorado Springs Teen Court, a restorative justice
program. In 2018, Magistrate Vigil joined the Offender Treatment Board
as the juvenile law specialist and judicial representative.

Magistrate Vigil also serves on several statewide Boards and
Committees, including but not limited to the Board of Directors for The
Colorado Lawyer, the Official Journal of the Colorado Bar Association;
the Leadership Council for Colorado Institute for Faculty Excellence in
Judicial Education; the Judicial Permanency Advisory Group (JPAG), the
Judicial Dependency and Neglect Systems Reform (DANSR) Group, and
the Colorado Permanent Home Advisory Group (PHOM). She has written
several articles on problem-solving courts.

Magistrate Vigil was honored to be the recipient of the 2017 Colorado
Liberty Bell Award, given by the El Paso County Bar Association to an
individual who has promoted an understanding of the law, promoted
awareness of the Bill of Rights, encouraged greater respect for the law,
stimulated a deeper sense of individual responsibility, contributed to the
effectiveness of government institutions, and furthered a better
appreciation of the law.

Prior to her service on the bench, Magistrate Vigil worked in the areas of
criminal defense, child welfare/dependency and neglect, and
immigration law. Magistrate Vigil provided legal services to Colorado’s
immigrant communities for over ten years. She is particularly proud of
her time as Judicial Law Clerk for Honorable Justice Alex Martinez on
the Colorado Supreme Court.

Magistrate Vigil received her education from the state universities of
Colorado, Illinois, and Florida, receiving a Master of Arts, a Master of
Public Health, and a Master of Science in Pharmacy in addition to her law
degree.

MAGISTRATE JAMI VIGIL
El Paso County, Colorado

jami.vigil@judicial.state.co.us


