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National Family Drug Court 

Training and Technical Assistance Program 

So Who Are You Really Serving?  
The Challenges and Opportunities of 
Serving Special Populations in FDCs 

Wednesday, August 14, 2013 
11:00 am – 1:00 pm (Pacific Time) 

11:00 – 11:05 am Welcome and Opening Remarks  
   Nancy K. Young, PhD 

 

11:05 – 11:25am A Framework and Key Considerations for Serving Special Populations 
in FDCs  

   Nancy K. Young, PhD 

 
 11:25 – 11:55 am Expanding Services to Meet the Needs of Children Ages 0-3 in FDCs – 

Harris & Fort Bend Counties, Texas.   
    Connie Almeida, PhD 

 
 11:55 – 12:25 pm Expanding Services to Meet the Needs of Co-Occurring Population - 

Queens County (NY) Family Treatment Court  
   Honorable Barbara Salinitro and Jane Pfeifer, MPA 
 

12:25 – 12:40 pm Q&A and Discussion    

 

12:40 – 12:45 pm Next Steps & Resources 

   Jane Pfeifer, MPA 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
*This project is supported by Award No. 2009-DC-BX-K069 awarded by the  

Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, Office of Justice Programs 
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P r e s e n t e r s  
 
Nancy K. Young, PhD 

Dr. Young is the Executive Director of Children and Family Futures, a California-based 
research and policy institute whose mission is to improve outcomes for children and 
families, particularly those affected by alcohol and other drugs. Dr. Young also serves 
as Director of the federally-funded National Center on Substance Abuse and Child 
Welfare, the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention’s technical 
assistance program for Family Drug Courts, and the Administration on Children and 
Family’s technical assistance program for the Regional Partnership Grants Program. 
She has been involved in numerous projects related to alcohol and other drug issues 
in the welfare and child welfare systems. Since the founding of CFF in 1996, Dr. 
Young has worked as a consultant to over 100 states, counties, regional offices, and 

service providers on prevention and treatment issues affecting families involved with welfare and child 
welfare.  
 
Prior to her current position with Children and Family Futures, Dr. Young served as research consultant to 
the Directorate of the State of California Department of Alcohol and Drug Programs. During her tenure, 
she led a consensus effort to develop a statewide outcomes monitoring system in California. 

Dr. Young is a graduate of Cal State Fullerton and received a Masters of Social Work degree and her Ph.D. 
from the USC School of Social Work. During her doctoral studies, she was the recipient of a pre-doctoral 
fellowship with the National Institute on Drug Abuse focused on the public policy and research issues 
affecting children of substance abusers. Her work and that of CFF has been recognized by the Outstanding 
Contractor of the Year award in 2006 from the Federal Administration on Children and Families and by a 
resolution issued in 2008 by the Orange County Board of Supervisors.  She was also awarded the 
Directors’ Robert E. Anderson Service Award by the National Association of State Alcohol and Drug Abuse 
Directors. 
 

Connie Almeida, PhD 
Dr. Connie Almeida is a licensed psychologist in the state of Texas and a Licensed 
Specialist in School Psychology. She received her Ph.D. in Psychology from the 
University of Maryland in 1985 followed by a post-doctoral specialization in 
developmental disabilities at the University of Massachusetts.  Dr. Almeida has 
provided and managed clinical services to children and adults with mental illness, 
substance abuse, intellectual and developmental disabilities.  Dr. Almeida has been 
involved in a variety of research projects and evaluation studies and a consultant 
for several public and private organizations.  Her areas of expertise and interest 
include: assessment and treatment of children and families with mental illness, 
developmental disabilities, learning disabilities, co-occurring disorders, infants and 

toddlers, integrated systems of care for persons with complex needs and criminal justice diversion 
initiatives. In 2005, she joined Zero to Three and worked on the implementation and expansion of the 
Court Team for Maltreated Infants and Toddlers in Fort Bend County and other communities including 
Harris County.  This Infant Toddler Court Initiative is based on the premise that early and appropriate 
interventions can heal the trauma experienced by young children and support healthy parent-child 
bonding when possible.   
 
In October of 2010, Dr. Almeida joined Fort Bend County as Director of Behavioral Health Services.   She 
continues to provide oversight and clinical consultation to the Fort Bend and Harris Counties Infant 
Toddler Courts 
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Honorable Barbara Salinitro 
Honorable Barbara Salinitro was first appointed to the Family Court bench in 
December, 1996 and reappointed to a 10 year term in December 2003.  She first 
presided over an all-purpose family court part in Kings County from December 1996 
through July 1998 and then was re-assigned to Queens County.  In 1999, Judge 
Salinitro began sitting in a specialized child protective part, addressing all aspects of 
child protection and permanency planning for abused and neglected children.  In 
March, 2001, Judge Salinitro opened the first Family Treatment Court in Queens 
County, and continues to preside over a treatment court calendar in addition to her 

other responsibilities.  In 2010, Judge Salinitro began presiding over the first Queens County “trial part,” 
which was created to offer an immediate, consecutive day trial calendar intended to facilitate speedy 
fact-findings, resolutions and dispositions in family court cases.  Judge Salinitro has lectured on a variety 
of subjects relevant to family court practice, including issues relating to juvenile delinquency, child abuse 
and neglect and family treatment court.   
 

 

Jane Pfeifer, MPA 
Jane Pfeifer currently serves as Senior Program Associate at Children and Family 
Futures.  In this role, Ms. Pfeifer leads the Family Drug Court Mentor Court Project and 
provides training and technical assistance to jurisdictions across the U.S.  She also 
serves as a Performance Management Liaison and in this capacity.   Ms. Pfeifer 
conducts ongoing communication with specific Regional Partnership Grantee 
Programs to identify implementation or service delivery issues and facilitates problem 
solving or delivery of technical assistance, while working collaboratively with the 
assigned Federal Project Officer. Previously she has worked in the justice system, 

focusing on systems improvement and collaborative justice. 
 
As a consultant, Ms. Pfeifer has worked with public and private organizations providing training and 
technical assistance, grant writing and community resource development.  Ms. Pfeifer has served as 
faculty to national organizations including the National Judicial College, the National Development and 
Research Institutes, the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges, the National Drug Court 
Institute and the Justice Management Institute.  She is also currently an adjunct professor at California 
State University—Chico in the Department of Political Science. 
 
Ms. Pfeifer holds Bachelor’s Degrees in Social Work and Psychology, and a Master’s Degree in Public 
Administration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


