
  
 

Page 1 of 5 

PEER LEARNING COURT PROGRAM 
Jackson County Family Drug Court 

 

LEAD AGENCY 

Jackson County Family 

Drug Court 

LOCATION 

Kansas City, Missouri  

FIRST DATE OF 

OPERATION 

April 1998 

CAPACITY 

Adults: 110 Families  

NUMBER OF GRADUATES 

TO DATE 

Adults: 668 

NUMBER SERVED 

Families: 1,572 

Children: 3,480 

MODEL 

Integrated 

DEMOGRAPHICS1  

Population: 683,191 

Children under 18: 

164,649 

Persons below poverty 

level: 118,875 

PROGRAM OVERVIEW AND BACKGROUND 

The mission of Jackson County Family Drug Court (FDC) is 

to provide judicially managed, community-based services, 

close supervision, and specialized treatment to parents 

whose substance abuse places them or their children at risk 

of substantially increased intervention by the justice 

system. 

In the mid-1990’s, progressive leaders in the community 

and Kansas City voters supported a quarter-cent sales tax 

to support prevention, treatment, and provide grant 

matching to agencies dealing with substance abuse.  The 

sales tax was renewed in 1996, 2003, and in 2009.  

Jackson County was the first jurisdiction to enact a 

“strategic, countywide anti-drug sales tax dedicated to a 

holistic and broad-based attack on drug abuse.”  

In 1997, Jackson County stakeholders met monthly to 

discuss the creation of a FDC as an alternative method of 

working with court-involved families.  Kansas City was one 

of three national pilot sites selected to assess the feasibility 

of FDCs and the utility of an assessment protocol.  The 

Jackson County FDC began in 1998 and was the first FDC in 

the state of Missouri.   

The health and well-being of parents and children in the 

Jackson FDC are addressed through premier options in the 

community and are supported by program partners.  The 

Children’s Place, for example, provides early intervention 

services for children who have been subject to abuse 

and/or neglect.  Their day treatment program serves 

children two weeks to six years of age.  

The continued communication, collaboration, and 

cooperation are not only evident to all stakeholders, but 

contribute to the continued success of the Jackson County 

FDC.   

                                           

1 United States Census Bureau.  (2013). State and County Quick Facts.  Retrieved from 

http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/29/29095.html  

http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/29/29095.html
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JACKSON COUNTY 

PROGRAM GOALS  

The foremost goal of Jackson County FDC is to stop 

substance abuse by parents that threatens the 

safety and permanency of their dependent children. 

TARGET POPULATION 

Qualifying criteria consists of two standards.  First, a 

parent must have received a court referral alleging 

that substance abuse is a significant factor 

contributing to abuse/neglect of his or her child.  

Second, the referral must be pre-dispositional on the 

initial petition or within 30 days after an initial 

disposition.  

Disqualifying legal criteria is as follows: the parent is 

under the age of 16 years; the parent has a 

judgment of termination of parental rights within the 

last three years; a currently filed or prior sustained 

allegation of child sexual abuse, child homicide or 

child abuse that resulted in serious physical injury to 

any child in the home; substantial evidence that 

either parent has severe and chronic mental illness 

and/or moderate to severe mental retardation; 

either parent has a pending charge or criminal 

conviction/adjudication for a violent felony offense, 

or felony or misdemeanor sexual offense involving a 

child; termination of parental rights and adoption or 

guardianship is the case goal of the Juvenile Officer, 

the Court or the CD; other uniquely disqualifying 

case characteristics which would then be explained. 

PROGRAM SERVICES 

There is an array of services available to Jackson 

County Family Drug Court participants and their 

children.  ReDiscover, the primary treatment 

partner, has three locations in Jackson County.  As a 

non-profit, community-based mental health agency, 

ReDiscover has provided services to residents of 

Jackson County since 1969. 

OPERATIONS: HIGHLIGHTS   

Evidence Supported Practices 

 Motivational Interviewing 

 Cognitive Behavioral Therapy 

 Dialectical Behavior Therapy 

Services for Children 

 Parent Child Interaction 

Therapy 

 Day Treatment 

 Play Therapy 

Substance Abuse Treatment for 

Parents 

 Gender-specific Treatment of 

Women 

 Residential, Intensive 

Outpatient and Day Treatment  

Screening and Assessment 

 Psychological/Psychiatric 

Evaluation  

 Other Specialized Child – 

Developmental  

Highlights 

 Domestic Violence Shelter 

Services 

 Medication Assisted Treatment  

 Transitional Housing 

 Quarter Cent Sales Tax  

(supports prevention, 

treatment, and grant 

matching) 
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JACKSON COUNTY 
ReDiscover is designated as a CSTAR program 

(Comprehensive Substance Abuse Treatment and 

Rehabilitation) and offers both residential, intensive 

and day treatment; transitional housing; aftercare; 

day care; family counseling; trauma services; 

psychiatric services as needed; case management 

services; limited van transportation to adult women, 

women with children, and pregnant women. 

An important aspect of the Women and Children’s 

Program is the gender-specific treatment focus and 

the medication assisted treatment option (e.g., 

campral, naltrexone, Vivtrol, and mood stabilizing 

medication if recommended by the staff 

psychiatrist). 

Most of the clinical staff at ReDiscover is trained in 

evidence-based interventions such as motivational 

interviewing, cognitive behavioral therapy, relapse 

prevention therapy, and dialectal behavioral 

therapy. In addition, there is a satellite ReDiscover 

location in southern Jackson County that serves 

women who qualify for day treatment.  

A third ReDiscover location offers child, adult and 

family services such as individual and group 

counseling, psychiatric evaluations and medication 

management, and community case management. 

ReDiscover has also partnered with Hope House, a 

domestic violence shelter to create Circle of Hope.  

This program links women using community services 

to ensure continuity of care in four specific 

treatment areas: domestic violence, emotional 

trauma, psychiatric illness, and substance abuse.  

There is also a school-based service through this 

location, providing assessment, counseling, and 

crisis prevention for children referred by school 

counselors.  

Referrals for children’s services are generated by the 

county child welfare agency; daycare or preschool 

programs; or other professionals who have observed 

the child in question.  An individualized treatment 

plan is developed and may offer speech and/or 

occupational therapy, nutritional assessment, 

psychological/psychiatric evaluation and diagnosis, 

play therapy and socialization, counseling, and 

education.   

PLC DESCRIPTION 

 

Children and Family Futures 

has identified best-practice 

models from across the nation 

and designated them as 

mentor sites called Peer 

Learning Courts.  These 

exemplary programs are 

willing to help further 

education about Family Drug 

Courts through peer-to-peer 

technical assistance. 

Peer Learning Courts provide: 

 Consultation 

 Site Visits 

 Sharing of Program Policies 

& Procedures 

 Peer-to-Peer Virtual 

Learning Opportunities 

 Developing Technical 

Assistance Action Plans 

 Operational tune-ups 
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JACKSON COUNTY 

KEY OUTCOMES 

There are several outcomes noted in the 2009 

evaluation of the Jackson County Family Drug Court. 

Overall, far more Drug Court children started out in 

their mother’s custody than comparison group 

children (54% compared to 29%).  In every year but 

Year 7, more Drug Court children were in a 

permanent placement at the end of the study period 

than children in the comparison group. 

Drug Court children fared better than comparison 

children overall in relation to the final placement 

achieved.  Of the 958 children involved in Family 

Drug Court, nearly one-half remained in their 

mother’s custody or were reunified (49%) compared 

to only 32% of children in the comparison group.  

Additionally, a lower percentage of Drug Court 

children were left in foster care or a residential 

facility without legal guardianship or adoption than 

the children in the comparison group (5 and 13%, 

respectively.) 

 

KEY PARTNERS AND AGENCIES 

Child Welfare & Services for 

Children 

 Children’s Division 

 Team for Infants Endangered 

by Substance Abuse (TIES) 

 The Children’s Place 

Substance Abuse  

 ReDiscover 

 Heartland 

 Northland Dependency 

Services 

 Dismass House 

 Pathways 

Mental Health  

 Comprehensive Mental Health 

Services 

 Truman 

 Two Rivers 

Courts 

 Parents’ Attorneys 

 Guardian Ad Litem 

 Court Appointed Special 

Advocates 

 Prosecutor  

Other 

 Guadalupe Center 

 Local Housing Agencies 

 First Call 

 Heart of American Indian 

Center 

 Samuel Rogers Health Center 

 Cabot Westside Health Center 

 The Medicine Cabinet 
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JACKSON COUNTY 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN VISITING JACKSON COUNTY FTC? 

Day and Time of Court Hearings:   

Tuesday and Thursday afternoons (staffing begins at 1:30 and review hearings at 2:30 

pm CST. 

Hosting Availability:   

As arranged.  Four to six weeks advance notice is preferred. 

Visitor Capacity: 

15 - 20 

Nearest Airport:  

Kansas City International Airport (MCI)  

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

PROGRAM MANAGER COMMISSIONER  

PENNY CLODFELTER, LCSW, LMSW 

Jackson County Family Drug Court 

16th Judicial District 

625 E. 26th Street 

Kansas City, MO 64108 

Phone: (816) 435-4757 

HONORABLE MARTINA L. PETERSON 

Jackson County Family Drug Court 

16th Judicial District 

625 E. 26th Street 

Kansas City, MO 64108 

Phone: (816) 474-3606 

 

 

This project is supported by Award No. 2013‐DC‐BX‐K002, awarded by the Office of 

Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, Office of Justice Programs. 


