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Unique Style of Leadership for 
Judge in a Collaborative Court

“A leader is best when people barely know 
that he exists; not so good when people obey 
and acclaim him;  worse when they despise 
him.  Fail to honor people, they fail to honor 
you; but of a good leader who talks little, when y ; g ,
his work is done, his aim fulfilled, they will 
all say ‘We did this ourselves.’"  

- Lao Tzu
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Choice & Parent Participation

“When I went to court  I always had a voice  “When I went to court, I always had a voice. 
I didn’t just sit and get talked about, I 
wasn’t just talked about from different 
views. I actually was given a choice, ‘Do you 
have any concerns? Anything that you need?’
I was given a chance, so I should speak up I was given a chance, so I should speak up 
and not be over looked and talked about 
among everybody.” 

- A Parent

“Love is misunderstood to be an emotion; 

Love in the Courtroom

“Love is misunderstood to be an emotion; 
actually is it a state of awareness, a way of 
being in the world, a way of seeing oneself 
and others." ~ David Hawkins 

“We can do no great things; only small We can do no great things; only small 
things with great love.” ~ Mother Teresa
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Love in the Courtroom
“What was beneficial for me was the 
encouragement that they [FWC] give you. They g y [ ] g y y
give you so much encouragement and 
acknowledge every good thing you do. I got teary 
eyed every time they would acknowledge me for 
all the good that I’ve done, you know, the hard 
work. I overcame the hard stuff in my life. Now it’s 
getting easier and easier  They acknowledge every getting easier and easier. They acknowledge every 
single thing, too. And that’s what makes me want 
to go on more. It encouraged me to do good 
things, because I’m getting acknowledged by 
these people in the court.” ~ A Parent

Judge Jeri Cohen

A Conversation A Conversation 

Judge Erica Yew
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A Letter from a Mother

“People that saved my life and my soul  “People that saved my life and my soul, 
starting with this courtroom.  You have given 
me more than just my daughter back, you 
have given me a life. 

Th k  f  i   lif  d b li i  Thank you for saving my life and believing 
that somewhere deep down inside I was still 
alive.” 


